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Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC)
Approved Minutes:

A hybrid meeting of the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) convened on April 13, 2026, from 7:00 p.m. to 10:10 p.m. with SEAC Chair David Lepofsky and Vice-Chair Jordan Glass presiding.
The following members were present: Ann Blanchette (Epilepsy Toronto), Tracey O'Regan (Community Living Toronto), Nora Green (Inclusion Action in Ontario Education and Community), Bronwen Alsop (VOICE for Deaf and Hearing-Impaired Children), Beth Dangerfield (Centre for ADHD Awareness Canada), Richard Carter (Down Syndrome Association of Toronto), Aliza Chagpar (Easter Seals Ontario), Nerissa Hutchinson (Sawubona Afrocentric Circle of Support), Leo Lagnado (Autism Society of Ontario - Toronto Chapter), Kirsten Doyle (Community Representative),  Jean-Paul Ngana (Community Representative), Reese Macklin (Centre for ADHD Awareness Canada) Guilia Barbuto (Learning Disabilities Association Toronto District), Karina Walsh (Association for Bright Children), Latoya Aldridge (Community Representative)Jordan Glass (Community Representative),  Nazanin Fallah-Rad (Community Representative), Saira Chhibber (Community Representative), Jessica Miklos (Alternate, Association for Bright Children), Diane Montgomery (Alternate, Inclusion Action in Ontario Education and Community), Dana Chapman (Alternate, Ontario Parents of Visually Impaired Children (OPVIC), Stephanie Ragany (Alternate, VOICE for Deaf and Hearing-Impaired Children)
The following members were not present: Izabella Pruska-Oldenhoff (Community Representative), Soumya Ahuja (Community Representative) 

1. Call to Order
· [bookmark: _bookmark0]The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by the Chair. A quorum was reached. 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands
· Jordan Glass recited the acknowledgement of traditional lands. 
Approval of the Agenda
· Jessica Miklos, seconded by Leo Lagnado. That the agenda be approved.  The motion was carried.

Declaration of Possible Conflict of Interest
· No matter to report.
Approval of March Minutes
· Deferred

[bookmark: _Hlk220938521]2. Chair’s Report
· The Chair expressed concern about the decision to limit access to the virtual participants of the April 13 Parent Voice delegations to the entire meeting and brought forward the following motion.

Whereas TDSB senior officials have told SEAC on the day set for a Public Forum for hearing the voices of parents that those attending on Zoom must stay in a waiting room until they present, and then removed from the room after they speak and thus they may not hear any other presenters.

Whereas SEAC wishes all presenters at its April 13, 2026 meeting to be able to hear all other presenters if they wish, just as those attending in person are free to do.

And whereas there is no compelling reason for TDSB to prevent presenters who attend virtually from hearing other presenters.

And whereas TDSB should accommodate the many additional burdens that parents of students with disabilities/special education needs often must shoulder.

SEAC therefore recommends that: 

TDSB should permit anyone who is remotely participating as a presenter at the April 13, 2026 TDSB SEAC “Hearing Parents’ Voices” meeting via Zoom to remain in the Zoom meeting to hear other presenters before their turn to speak, and after their turn to speak, if they wish.

Motion carried.

· Staff responded that the motion speaks to the operational manner in which the TDSB welcomes delegates and, as such, staff would not be able to action the motion.

3. Delegations
· The balance of the meeting consisted of delegates presenting to SEAC in person and via Zoom.

4. Adjournment  
·   At 10:10 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
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